
Distant Pals is a unique program that matches students who are deaf, hard of hearing and deaf-blind from 
around the state with another peer with hearing loss. Students correspond throughout the year by sending six 
or more letters and projects to each other through the Distant Pals Program. New this year: Each mailing 
must contain at least five sentences. This year we’d also like to add a video call between pals, 
whether it’s using a videophone, FaceTime, Skype, etc. The Distant Pals Coordinator will help facilitate this 
process. !
Distant Pals rewards students for making progress towards their six letter commitment. Each time a letter or 
“letter project” is completed, students will earn points towards prizes! 

Point System 
Filling out and returning the “Meet Me” sheet: 2 points 
Any hard copy mailing: 2 points 

Art, cards, puzzles, hand written or computer generated letters 
Electronic mailing: 4 points 

Captioned videos, PowerPoints/Prezi, StoryKits, etc. 
These must be sent electronically. Ex. If a PowerPoint is made and then printed, it will still only 
receive 2 points because it is a hard copy. 
If you would like help with brainstorming more technology ideas, feel free to contact the Distant Pals 
Coordinator! !

Deadlines and Incentives 
5 points by Thanksgiving: Culver’s Scoop Coupon 
12 points by Winter Break: a book with a deaf character 
25 points by May 15: a $10 Barnes & Noble gift card 
Completing the six promised mailings by 05/15/15: stationery/writing supplies !

To Register for Distant Pals 2014/2015 
    SUPERVISING ADULTS: 

 Complete Distant Pals Information Sheet (only one per adult)  
Discuss Program Rules/Commitment with participating students; copy for each student  
Send completed Meet Me! and signed Permission to Photograph/Videotape for each student  
Return all forms for each participating student no later than September 30th. 

    PARTICIPATING STUDENTS:  
Sign and return Program Rules/Commitment 
Complete and return the Meet Me! Form  !

Check our website in August and September for registration forms: www.wesp-dhh.wi.gov/wesp/out_distantpals.cfm 
 Or contact the Distant Pals Coordinator, Lindsay Raclaw, at lindsay.raclaw@wesp-dhh.wi.gov
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Permission to Photograph/Videotape 

The Distant Pals Program has permission to photograph/exchange photographs as well as videotape/exchange 
videotapes of our child within the program (Check all that apply): 

Letter writing activities 
Electronic media (Captioned Videos, iMovies, Powerpoints / Prezi / StoryKits, etc.)   
Website use 
Promotional materials 
NONE OF THE ABOVE 

____________________________________  
School Year 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Name of Child (printed) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
School District 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Name of Teacher of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (printed) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Name of Supervising Adult for Distant Pals (Please indicate Parent, Teacher, Interpreter, etc.) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent Name (printed) 

______________________________________________________ __________________ 
Parent Signature Date 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent Phone Number 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent Mailing Address City, State, Zip Code 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent Email 

*Photos will be exchanged between individually assigned Pals and will not be shared with any other 
participants in the Distant Pals Program. 
*The biographical information, including last name, residence, contact information, or school of the child shall 
not be shared with others. 
If you have any questions regarding this waiver, please feel free to contact Lindsay Raclaw, Distant Pals 
Coordinator, at (262)787-9500 xt. 9518 or lindsay.raclaw@wesp-dhh.wi.gov
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Meet Me! 

!
Use this page to introduce yourself to your new Distant Pal.  

Your Pal will receive this paper, so remember to be neat and create a great first impression! !
My first name is  ____________________. !
My birthday is ______________________. !
I communicate best by ________________ !
________________________________. !
I like to ___________________________ !
________________________________ !
________________________________. !
I have traveled to ____________________ !
________________________________. !
Clubs/teams/activities I belong to are ______ !
________________________________ !
________________________________. !
My favorite _____________________ is !
________________________________.  Describe your picture. When/where was it   

        taken? !
Something else I’d like my Distant Pal to know  ________________________________ !
about me is ________________________  ________________________________ !
________________________________  ________________________________ !
________________________________.  ________________________________
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Add your picture here!


